
 
 
 
Changes made already:  
Sort button/Refine button not obvious I've changed these to make them 

more obvious 
One person didn't know what to do with the 
main page, another was not sure how to 
search.   

I've added text to the 3 search 
options, to make the main page 
easier to start out.   

Sort function was confusing This was partly because the fields 
used for sorting weren't really 
appropriate for the database.  I've 
changed them from "title", "date", 
and "author" to just "title" and 
"document type".  I think this does 
make more sense.  (Not many of 
these resources have dates or 
obvious authors!) 

"Limit search by date" is not clear -  This is similar to #3 above, where 
"date" is not the best choice for this 
database.  I've changed this to offer 
the option to limit by document type 
(web resource or resource review – 
I left lesson plan out, since we don't 
have any yet) 

Add a link to get the Acrobat Reader plug-
in 

I've done this, both “brief” and “full” 
views.  SHOULD WE KEEP FOR 
ALL KYVL??? 

Little boxes for marking records not clear 
[frequent suggestion] 

I could try to make the boxes more 
prominent.  Once you click on one, 
I think it becomes clear what you do 
with them.  And other users were 
able to use them. 

Not clear that you have to view records 
before emailing them -  

We might want to change wording 
on the "View Marked Records" 
button. 

Title / Description tabs unclear. Get rid of these options?  Keyword 
is most useful anyway. 

Suggest a resource – some people 
confused, some saw it and liked it. 

Should we make this a prominent 
link off the database page?  Explain 
what it is, make adding resources a 
central thing? 

Need a “home” button AE icon does this.  Write “HOME” 
underneath?? 

Hard to get back after visit external site. Change to “open in new window” 
“Browse” not clear We have 2 “browses”.  Rename 



one? 
  
  
  
Other changes to consider (not 
made yet): 

 

Provide a shockwave (or some kind of)  
"guided tour" – FREQUENT 
SUGGESTION! 

We should be pretty happy with our 
interface before we put the time into 
creating this, since it will have 
screen-shots. 

"Jump" link (to get to next set of records) 
not clear -  

The person suggests a "Next" 
button.  The existing method allows 
you to jump by groups of 10, which 
I think is useful. 

"kw" not clear -  This shows up when you refine a 
search.  It's the background search 
structure and I'm not sure I can 
change the way it displays! 

One person was confused by the 
Advanced Search option, another person 
liked it.   

I don't know if we should look at 
this for possible changes. 

"Help" did not work in Netscape -  It works for me, so I'm not sure 
about this, 

Marking records takes too long -  This is a function of the software 
and I don't think I can change it. 

Add description to site to main page 
[frequent suggestion] 

This should be taken care of when 
we have a live web front-end (done 
by Brandon.., Blake,,, Bob? 

Put description on first page [brief results] Should we make the “brief results” 
more complete?   So people don’t 
generally need to go to full result? 

Colors are cold .. other people like them 
Main page boring ….. others think it’s clear and 

uncluttered. 
Main page text-heavy – difficult if not a 
good reader.  Need more icons and 
graphics 

…others say keep low graphics! 

“Very difficult because can’t use key words 
to search” 

This guy couldn’t find the keyword 
search option, obviously 

Need more detail in the instructions  
[Nav Bar] choices need more detail …we just deleted the detail! (I think 

they actually want more records in 
the DB…) 

Some text colors difficult to differentiate  
People didn’t understand what “brief  



results” was 
Unclear that “New Search” gets you back 
to start 

Rename? 

Inc. brief “how to” page [frequent 
suggestion] 

 

  
  
  
Other suggestions, not interface 
related: 

 

Improve the abstracts  
Need lesson plans  
“Where are the books” People not clear what this is! 
One person complained about 
“advertisements”????? 

???? 

Dead links Need to verify all database records 
People want more records If we add the link to “suggest a 

resource”, maybe that would help 
satisfy people  

School filtering prevented searching for 
“adult” or accessing certain records. 

 

Filtering prevented email to Yahoo  
Some Quick Search sites have no records Improve description OR add more 

records in those areas OR delete 
those quick search options 

Math resources very limited  
Some dead links w/in resources Add disclaimer that these sites are 

independent – we have no control 
  
  
  
 


